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1 . SUMMARY: THE EXPANSIVENESS IN THE JAPANESE AUTO 

I DUSTRY DISCERNIBLE DURING THE FIRST THREE MONTHS OF 
1976 CONTINUED THROUGH THE SDCOND QUARTER. PRODUCTION 
DURING THE FIRST SIX MONTHS REACHED 3.8 MILLION VEHICLES, 

AN ALL-TIME HIGH FOR JAN-JUNE, AND UP 14.9 PERCENT OVER 
YHSAME PERIOD LAST YEAR JAN-JUNE EXPORTS TOTALED 
1.8 MILLION VEHICLES, INCLUDING OVER 700,000 TO THE 
U.S., ALMOST DOUBLE THE NUMBER A YEAR AGO. IMPORTS 
TOTALLED 22,679 UNITS - A DROP OFF OF 13 PERCENT FROM 
A YEAR AGO. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO STATISTICS RELEASED BY THE JAPAN AUTO- 
MOBILE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION (JAMA), AUTO PRODUCTION 
IN JANUARY-JUNE REACHED 3,786,258 UNITS, UP 14.9 PERCENT 
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SIX-MONTH HIGH. OF THIS TOTAL 2,447,777 WERE PASSENGER 
CARS WHOSE PRODUCTION WAS SUSTAINED BY HEALTHY EXPORTS 
AND SURPRISINGLY BRISK DOMESTIC SALES GIVEN THE GLUM 
FORECASTS OF LATE LAST YEAR. THE PACE OF DOMESTIC 
SALES CAN BE ATTIRUBUTED MAINLY TO THE UPTURN IN THE 
DOMESTIC ECONOMY AND LOWER-THAN-FORECAST PRICES ON THE 
POLLUTION-FREE 76 MODEL VEHICLES. TRUCK AND BUS PRODUCTION 
BY THE "BIG TWO", TOYOTA AND NISSAN, ALSO INCREASED 
MEASURABLY OVER A YEAR AGO, REFLECTING THE REBOUND 
IN THE ECONOMY. 

3. AUTO EXPORTS DURING THE FIRST SIX MONTHS, 

REAHED 1,831,215, AN ALL-TIME HIGH, UP 53.3 

PERCENT OVER THE SAME PERIOD IN 1975. TOYOTA AND NISSAN 
ALSO EACH EXPORTED MOVE VEHICLES THAN EVER BEFORE IN 
A SIX MONTH PERIOD - TPYOTA, 578,326 AND NISSAN 566,997. 

THOSE OF TOYO KOGYO, HONDA AND MITSUBISHI ALSO, 
PERCENTAGEWISE, CLIMBED SIGNIFICANTLY - TOYO KOGYO TO 
224,426 (UP 52.5 PERCENT), HONDA TO 143,360 (UP 86 
PERCENT), AND MITSUBISHI TO 139,007 (UP 107.1 PERCENT). 

EXPORTS TO THE U.S. NUMBERED 728,087 UNITS, AN INCREASE 
OF 95 PERCENT OVER LAST YEAR. SECOND WAS AUSTRALIA 
WITH 131,971 UNITS AND THIRD, SAUDI ARABIA AT 108,602. 

IN MAY BOTH TOYOTA AND NISSAN SURPASSED AMERICAN MOTORS 
IN THE NUMBER OF NEW VEHICLES REGISTERED IN THE U.S. 

4. THE ONLY SEGMENT OF AUTOMOBILES NOT SHARING IN THIS 
LARGESSE IS THE IMPORTS. IMPORTS TOTALED 22,679 

UNITS, INCLUDING 1 1,475 FROM WEST GERMANY, 8,614 FROM 
THE U.S. AND 612 UNITS FROM BRITAIN, AS IN THE REFTEL. 

U.S. INDUSTRY REPS HERE ONCE AGAIN ATTIRUBUTE THE LAG 
MAINLY TO A SLOW START IN THE SELLING OF 1976 MODELS. 
SHOESMITH 
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